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Post-election blues. July saw a dip of 3 points in the 
GSI driven by election issues such as Government 
accountability, jobs and population. CPF was also 

down significantly. 
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Singapore’s Top 5 News 
Stories of the Month

% Who Followed the News % Who Paid Close Attention

Singapore and Malaysia agree to start cross-border 
travel for long-term pass holders and essential 
business and official travellers on August 10

 4
92%28%

 3 Singapore GE 2020 takes place with PAP 
Government returned with a lower vote than in 2015

92%43%

 5 Dengue cases surge past 10,000 cases 
in Singapore

91%29%

 1 COVID-19 in Singapore: Phase 2 continues 
as Government relaxes restrictions even as 
dormitory cases continue to hover above hundred 
cases everyday

94%43%

 2 COVID-19 in Asia: Second waves in South 
Korea, China and Hong Kong prompts a return 
to lockdown 

34% 92%
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National Economy

62 JUN
57 JUL

Personal Finances

63 JUN
61 JUL

85 JUN
82 JUL

Community Satisfaction

76 JUN
72 JUL

The Future is Going to be 
Different…a little bit. 

Younger Singaporeans Sympathise 
with Hong Kongers

The Singaporean Character: 
Who are We in 2020?



GE2020 has come and gone and 
Singaporeans have returned the 
PAP to power, with a vote share of 
61%. Besides a drop in PAP’s vote 
share, GE2020 was bookmarked by 
the achievements of Workers’ Party, 
which kept its incumbent seats in 
Aljunied and Hougang and added 
Sengkang GRC.

In this issue of YKA, we asked 
Singaporeans on their expectations 
of the local political scene in the next 
five years given the new shape of the 
Parliament.

With more Opposition members now 
in Parliament, 77% of Singaporeans 
expect changes to occur although 
only 15% predict that “things will 
change a lot”. For all the talk of an 
‘official Opposition’, Singaporeans 
aren’t exactly predicting an 
earthquake in politics. However, nearly 
three in four (74%) believe the PAP 
need to reboot and bring themselves 
more up to date.

GE2020 was also unique as it 
happened amidst COVID19. The 
restrictions required all parties to rely 
more on social media and digital 
engagement over physical rallies. Was 
this seen as a good development for 
elections as a whole? Singaporeans 
are split - 40% rated GE2020 as 
better compared to past elections, 
while 30% rated GE2020 as worse 
than previous editions. Among those 
who rated it worse, Baby Boomers 
(aged 60 and above) stood out (48%). 

Maybe we need to bring back the 
‘Kallang Roar’ as well. 

…a little bit. 

The Future is Going to 
be Different
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With more Opposition members in Parliament, how 
likely will things change in the next five years?

With a drop in vote share, do you think PAP should…

Things will change a lot

15%

Things will change a little
62%

No change, things will 
continue as in recent years

23%

How would you compare GE2020 with past elections?

Much better than previous elections

A little better than 
previous elections Same as previous elections

A little worse than 
previous elections

Much worse than 
previous elections

This is my 
first election

12%

28% 25%

19% 11%

5%

60 year-olds 
and above 48%

Change their approach to 
bring it more in line with what’s 

happening today
74%

Not change anything – they are 
doing fine the way they are now 16%

Go back to the way they 
were in the past 11%



On 30 June, Chinese President Xi 
Jinping signed into effect a Hong 
Kong national security law, which 
effectively bans all forms of dissent 
and protest in the city. Critics of this 
law (there are many) believe it not 
only allows the government to punish 
protesters, but weakens press 
freedom and reduces the territory’s 
autonomy.

Singaporeans have paid attention 
to the situation in Hong Kong 
since last year. Three in four (76% ) 
Singaporeans say they are following 
the situation in Hong Kong, with 20% 
saying they are monitoring the news 
from there closely.

Some countries such as UK and 
Australia have started offering safe 
havens to Hong Kong residents. 
Should the Singapore Government 
do the same by offering some form 
of safe haven visa?

We asked Singaporeans if they 
would support such a move here and 
57% replied positively. Singaporeans 
under 35, however, are far more likely 
to show support (68%), compared 
to elder Singaporeans aged 50 and 
above (44%). 

Seven in ten also agree that 
Singapore should welcome top 
business talent that wishes to 
relocate from HK. This is just 
slightly less than the three in four 
who feel Hong Kong’s status as an 
international business centre will 
now decline as a result of the new 
security law.
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Younger Singaporeans 
Sympathise with 
Hong Kongers

How closely have 
you followed the 
news about China’s 
new security law 
for Hong Kong?

Top 3 Predictions for the 
future of Hong Kong

Hong Kong’s status as 
a global financial centre 
will decline

1

The law is a 
demonstration of Chinese 
power that will dominate 
Asia in the future

2

Hong Kong will be a less 
attractive place to do 
business

3

78%

76%

75%

Would you support/oppose if the Singapore 
Government offered some form of safe haven visa to 
Hong Kong residents?

Somewhat oppose

28%

Strongly oppose

16%
Somewhat support

40%

Strongly support

17%

50 year-olds and 
above 44%

15-34 year-olds 68%

Closely

13%

Not closely 
at all

24%
Quite closely

43%

Very closely

20%
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GE2020 was a landmark election in 
Singapore not only for the result but as 
much for the questions it raised about 
what Singaporeans want moving forwards 
and whether the national psyche has 
changed as the country has modernised 
and become wealthier.

We spent some time this month looking 
at how Singaporeans characterise 
themselves today and what they say they 
commit to in their everyday life. Overall, 
above all else Singaporeans claim to be 
self-disciplined. They subscribe to the idea 
of personal sacrifice, being prudent and 
avoiding too much that is bad for them.

Singaporeans are also more apt to believe 
they put family first, although this trait is 
much stronger amongst Gen Xers and 
baby boomers than it is amongst younger 
Singaporeans. 

At the other end of the spectrum, 
Singaporeans are not especially spiritual. 
While many subscribe to leading a strong 
moral life, the practice of religion seems 
less important and less than half commit to 
the idea of life after death.

Our findings also revealed:

Who are We in 2020?

The Singaporean 
Persona

• Baby boomers are more likely to say 
they take life as it comes and avoid 
stress

• Millennials are more likely to express a 
love for epicurean ways whether it be 
good food or living life in the moment

• Millennials are also more likely to be 
more progressive in their views about 
the direction of society, even more 
than Gen Zers. 

Personal discipline
• Preparing financially for the future
• Staying as physically fit as I can
• Personal discipline in all things
• Being prudent with my money
• Avoiding things I know are bad for me
• Working as hard as possible to achieve my 

goals
• Lifelong learning

Personal relationships
• Putting my family first
• Being generous to those closest to me
• Maintaining strong friendships
• Acquiring material wealth so me and my 

family have a better life

Progressive mindset
• My personal freedom
• A desire for an open and democratic society
• Saving the planet and our environment
• A preference for diverse political 

representation

Epicurean life
• Being young at heart
• Living life to the fullest/

maximum every day
• Consuming good food
• Taking life as it comes and 

avoiding stress
• Having fun at all times
• Living in the moment not the 

future
• Pleasure before responsibility

Spirituality
• Leading a strongly moral life
• Monogamous commitment in a 

relationship
• Maintaining a strong spiritual life
• God/Higher being
• The belief that there is life after 

death
• A belief in UFOs

Full list

8.0

7.6

Putting my 
family first 

Leading a strongly 
moral life 

7.4 Personal 
relationships

7.5 Personal 
discipline

7.7Personal 
Freedoms 

7.2Progressive 
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young at 
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What We Value As Important

*Contact comms@blackbox.com.sg for full mapping
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Who 
We Are

Blackbox Research is a Singapore based data content specialist. We 
provide research and affiliated data and communications services for 
business, government and NGO clients across Asia. 

You 
Know 
Anot

YouKnowAnot is our monthly community survey platform that has been 
running since 2013. We interview a representative sample of 1,000 
Singaporeans every month. We now use a geographically stratified 
online sample. Our methodology also applies quota controls to ensure 
representative demographic coverage of the population. If you would like to 
purchase customised questions for your organisation or want to dig into our 
historical general community data/demographic information, please contact 
comms@blackbox.com.sg for assistance.

Blackbox Research introduces Singapore’s first inspiration laboratory 
– the Chat Room. Primarily designed for focus group discussions, The 
Chat Room is a creative space that brings people together. The inviting 
and relaxed atmosphere allows companies and brands to connect with 
consumers in meaningful conversations.

For more information, visit thechatroom.com.sg

(65) 6323 1351
enquiries@blackbox.com.sg
www.blackbox.com.sg
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